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Exaroiner: Salman Ahroed 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMEWT 

SIR: 

In i^sponse to the Office Action dated October 28. 2005, Applicant responds to the 
restriction requirement as follows: 

In the Restriction Requirement ^e claims were divided into iliree grot^s. 

Qroup I. - Claims 1-10, drawn to a node device comprising: input uniu for respectively 
inputting data fiom transmission lines, output units for respectively outputiing data to 
transmission lines; and a first switching unit for switching the data input units to output units; 
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Group n. - Claim 1 J , drawn to an overhead wfoimation traosraissiou method perfomied 



by a node device, comprising steps of: storing ring construction infonnation and transmitting 
topology information, squelch infonnation and switching infonnation via transmission lines on 
the basis ring construction information; and 

Group III. - Claim 12, drawn to a switching information transmission meibod comprising 
steps of storing data which deiemunes to send to which of plurality of networks switching 
infonnation indicating that switching processing im to be perfonned when trouble occurs in a 
transmission line, detecting trouble in the transmission line that input data ixuo node device. 

Apphcants elect Group I, claims I -10 for &nh«r prosecution on the merits. 
Any fee due with this paper may be charged to Deposit Account 50-1290. 

Ke^ectfully submitted. 
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